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Access to Justice ï Can this concept be precisely 

determined? 

In many European countries, the Access to Justice concept was not openly 

discussed and determined until some decades ago. 
 

The case ï law of the European Court on Human Rights raised the visibility of this 

concept as a fundamental right. 

 

Most relevant provisions representing legal basis in Europe: 
 

Å Article 6 ï European Convention on Human Rights (Right to a fair trial) 

Å (also article 13 - Right to an effective remedy) 

Å Article 47 - Charter on Fundamental rights of the EU (Right to an effective 

remedy and to a fair trial) 
 

Basics of the right (that encompasses several other ñJustice rightsò): Access to 

Court (or alternative dispute resolution body or administrative or other organ 

competent for minor offences, for example) 



CFR of EU: Article 47 - Right to an effective 

remedy and to a fair trial 

Å Everyone whose rights and freedoms guaranteed by the law of 

the Union are violated has the right to an effective remedy 

before a tribunal in compliance with the conditions laid down 

in this Article.  
 

Å Everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a 

reasonable time by an independent and impartial tribunal 

previously established by law. Everyone shall have the 

possibility of being advised, defended and represented. Legal 

aid shall be made available to those who lack sufficient 

resources in so far as such aid is necessary to ensure effective 

access to justice.  



ECHR: Article 6 -Right to a fair trial 

Å 1. In the determination of his civil rights and obligations or of 

any criminal charge against him, everyone is entitled to a fair 

and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent 

and impartial tribunal  established by law. Judgment shall be 

pronounced publicly but the press and public may be excluded 

from all or part of the trial in the interests of morals, public 

order or national security in a democratic society, where the 

interests of juveniles or the protection of the private life of the 

parties so require, or to the extent strictly necessary in the 

opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity 

would prejudice the interests of justice. 

Å Para 2 and 3. 


